








Wl.IA I' IS I IIE BASIU Í'I{OPOSITION OT. PIìEMILLENNIALISMT
Jim McGuiggan

All scripture must be literally interpreted unless we are absolutely forced to figuraize it. That means
wlren you read the Old Testament scriptures, you ought to be reading them literally, lf that be true, notlring
tlìat you see today answers a literal interpretation today of the Old Testament. Since God does not lie, and
since the Old Testament must be literally fulfilled, and since nothing we have seen today is a fulfillment of the
Old Testament prophecies, therefore, it must still be up-front, it is stillahead of us.

There is a very real sense in which the above proposition is true. Scripture must be literally understood
unless we are forced to understand it otherwise. Amillenialists believe that too. The problem is the pre-
millennialist tries to stick to a literal fulfillment even when there is very good reason to figurize scripture.
Premillennialists are not the only ones who believe in a literal interpretation of scripture. This is very
important, I believe in a literal interpretation of scripture unless forced to believe otherwise, That is lust a

statement of my conviction and I am sure you believe the same thing.
Premillennialistsbelieveweoughttobedoingmoreliteral interpretingthanwhichwearedoing, ltmay

be they are right, but this I know for sure, premillennialists are not consistent with their one literal interpre.
tat¡on philosophy. ln Revelation 2:10 we are told of ten days of persecution. Hal Linclsey (Author if I¡le
Late Great Planet Earthl and John F. Walvoord (author of The Mittennìal Kingdoml both figurize the ten
days. Revelation 1:7 says "Behold he cometh with clouds." Lindsey figurlzes the clouds. We read about a
river of blood 200 miles long and five feet deep, Rev. 14:20, and Walvoord figurizes that. Over and over
again we hear of things being figurized that do¡r't need to be, that is, if you are going to stick to a literal
interpretation.

Fire and brimstone that fell on Sodom and Gomorrah becomes nuclearwarfare in the Book of
Revelation according to Lindsey ancl Walvoord. A f lood out of the mouth of the dragon (Rev. 12:15) be-
comes a flood of pursuers according to Lindsey. Two hundred million (Rev.9:16) are not literally two hun-
dred million Chinese for Walvoord but become just a large number. Well, you can see they figurize when it
suits them. The basic proposition is good enough but who is applying it correctly?

That ths Bible speaks figuratively when it doesn't have to, wo know for sure. Malachi 4:5 speaks of
tlrecomingof Elijah. lnMatthewlT:l2JesussaidElilahmeansJohntheBaptist. Jesusdidnotbelievein
a literal interpretation of all prophecy. Malachicould have said "John" but the Lord decided for him not to.

lsaiah 40:3f speaks of John the Baptist pulling down mountains and filling in valleys. lf we understand
tlris literally, John was a road builder, but John did not do that. Therefore according to this philosophy of
l¡teral interpretation, John must return and fulfill this prophecy.

lsaiah 11:6f speaks of wolves and lambs dwelling together. Paul said lsaiah was writing about Paul's
day, that those prophecies would be fulfilled when Paullived. Romans 15:9-12. Therefore this is not to
be literally fulfilled. See specifically verse'12.

lsaiah 1 l:11-16 speaks of the restoration of Ammon, Edom and Philistia to their own place, Ephraim
is the northern kingdom and will be independent of Judah. That cannot be literally true for Ezekiel 37:22t
says they will be no more two but one nation. Ezekiel 16:53 speaks of the restoration of Sodom and her
children, but the Sodomites are now in punishment, Jude 7 tells us that they have suf fered the punishment
of eternal fire and cannot be brouglrt back up.

Over and over again we hear of things that were not intended to be literally understood so that we know
that the Bible speaks of things under figurative terms, that is, speaking plainly enough but having another
meanlng.

ln Micah 5:2-1 , Assyria comes into the land of Judah after the birth of Jesus. Jesus, the man, was to
redeem them. Assyria is long gone, the Bible said they would never come back. But if that scripture is to be
literally understood, then Assyria is indeed to come back. The Bible does not contradict itself, of course.

HoseaS:13;9:1-6.theprophetsaidEphraimwouldgointoEgyptiancaptivity. Readitforyourself,
You know they never did that, they went into Assyrian captivity, not Egyptian captivity. ln fact the prophet
goes on and says that is what he means, Hosea 1 1 :1 l. The prophet said "Egypt" because Egypt spoke
volumes to the Jews.

I have said enough to let you know the basic proposition needs modifying, lt is not enough for a pre-
millennial to say to me, you've got to stick to a literal interpretation. I would tell him, Jesus didn't do it,
They spoke of Elijah when they really meant John. They spoke of Egyptwhen they really meant Assyria.
They spoke of wolves and lambs lying down when they really meant a peaceful, prosperous state of affairs.
They did things like that regularly. So there is a failure of the basic proposition of the premillennialist.

lfyoudon'tdeal withthat,youdon'tdeal withthereal issue. Forallthewhileyouaretalkingtothem
about independent verses, they are believing this man figurizes all the scripture and that can't be right. They
are saying when you silence them with a verse, I don't understand that verse, but I know he's got to be wrong
for he figurizes scripture all over the place. You've got to deal with that and show that you are right to
figurize so you can let him know you are not be¡ng arbitrary.



What are some of the errors flowing from premillennialismT

The literal interpretation as understood by the millennialist requires the restoration of the whole Leviti'
cal system. Read Ezekiel chapters 40 through 48. During the thousand years, the millennialist believes that
the temple described in Ezekiel 40ff, will be rebuilt, the bloody sacrifices for sin are to be restored (the Bible
is specific on that matter). Circumcisìon is to be restored. The s¿bbath observance for all nations is to be

restored, lsaiah 66:21 -24.
The Mosaic law is therefore to be restored, but Paul writes in Galatians 5:1-6 if you bring back circum'

cision, you bring back the law and when you bring back the law you are severed from Christ.

The Hebrew wlter says (Heb. 10:17-18) that where remission of these (sins) is there is no more sacrifice

for sin. lf remission of sins has really been obtained by the blood of Jesus, then those bloody animal sacrifices

cannot continue. There has got to be a repudiation of them so the Lord repudiated the whole sacrificial

system. On the day Jesus Oiã¿, tfre veil in the temple was rent from top to bottom between the holy places

and all sacrifices became pointÍess. So the Lord repudiated the whole thing. But the premillennialist says,

not only will they be restored during the thousand years but they will continue on into etern¡tY.

lf you bring back the Levitical system, the Zadokites are coming back says the premillennialist on the
basis of Ezekiel 40-48. The bloody sacrifices are coming back, circumcision is coming back, and that would
clearly mean then that the finished work of Jesus is really undermined. Forwe are told if you bring back
bloody sacrifices, that means Jesus has not obtained for us remission of sins, Hebrews 10:18. Heb, 10:18,
"Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin." lf you bring back circumcision, and
the law (Galatians 5:'l -6) you bring people under a curse, Galatians 3:10ff. You cannot live under two
covenantsatthesametime, RomansT:1-3, TofollowJesusandliveundertheOldTestamentisspiritual
adultery, so you cannot have that.

Wlty do people believe all of the above is coming back? Because they are committed to a literal inter-
pretation of scripture. With that approach it must come back. This alone ought to prove that the literal
interpretation of scripture would have to be modified. You know that is right.

The millennialists are fond of saying that the bloody animal sacrifices are simply a memorial, The Bible
says they are for sin. The Bible is specific on this point. Bead Ezekiel 40-48.

Anothergrievouserrorof thernillennialististheteachingthatthekingdomwaspostponed. lnMark
l:l5Jestrssaidthetirneisfulfilledandthekingdornof Godisathand. Thisisthekingdomthatwasprophesied
irt the Old Testament. But since nothing was established that looked like their understanding of the Old Testa-
ment, tlrey said there had to be a postponement. Well, that is simple enough, isn't it7 But there is a real
grievous problem here because Jesus said, the time is fulfilled, lf what Jesus said is true, that meant that the
prophets prophesied of the first century. They could not have prophesied of the 20th century, or Jesus could
not have said the time is fulfilled. Therefore, the prophets must have prophesied of the first century.

But if the prophets prophesied of the first century, then all this premillennial talk about the European
economic community, the 20th century anti-Christ, and all that talk saying they got it from the Old Testament
is clearly in error. But, if they are right that Daniel and those fellows prophesied the establishment of the
kingdom in the twentieth cerrtury, then Jesus was wrong in saying the time was fulf illed in the f irst century.
This is crucial. Read this poirrt over and over until you get it.

Another doctrine of prcrnillennialists is that the doctrine of Jeremiah 3'l :31-34 (the new covenant) is
not in ef fect now, it is yet luture. Why do they say thatT Because it is connected with David of the Old
Testament. Premillennialists read a literal Davicl in the Old Testament, such as in Ezekiel 3l:24. They say,
since the literal David has not come along, then the new covenant of Jer.3'l has not come along. They say
it is not in force now because it is connected with the restoration of the Jews to Palestine. Since the Jewish
nation has not been restored in an atmosphere of peace in Palestine, the new covenant cannot be current.

lltlbrews chapters 8. 9 and 'l 0 nrake it abundantly clear the new covenant of Jeremiah 31 is in existence.
The rn¿riter speaks of the first and second covrnants, Hebrews B:6-13. Hebrews 10:9, "He taketh away the
lirst tlrat he may establish second." Verse 10 says, "By the which wi llwe are sanctif ied .. ." So that makes
it clear ttlat the new covenant of Jererniah 31 is in force today. Paul was a preacher ol the new covenant,
llCor.3. TheHebrewwriter:iaysJesusisnrediatinganewcovenant,Hebrewsg:16. lf itisnotin,weare
in serious trouble for it deals l,rith the forgiveness of sin, Hebrews B:12.

lf the new covenant is cuirent (and it is), then we know that David alld the prophecies of Jeremiah 30
and Ezekiel 37 were not to be rrnderstood literally anymore than Elijah was to be understood literally for
John ltru Baptist.

lf tlle new covenant is current and is associated with the restoration of the Jew to the land then you
know that restoration to the land was not literal. They were given an lreavenly country, Hebrews 11:13-16.



ln review, here are some of the d¡fficult points in the position of the premillertrrialist. lf rhe tinre was
fulfilled in the first century as stated in Mark 'l :15, then the prophets could not have prophesied of the 20th
century. lf they prophesied of the 20th century, then Jesus could not have postponed the establishment of
the kingdom, because it wasn't to have been established for a full 1900 years. This is crucial. For Jesus to
have postponed the kingdom, it would have been necessary that God intended for it to be establishecl in the
first century. Once again, if it was to have l¡een established in the first century according to the prophets,
then the prophets could not have prophesied of a 20th century establishment.

Romans 11:6,7 says a remnant of lsrael obtained tlre blessings which lsrael lookeci for and sought after.
The election obtained it but the majority did not get it. What did lsrael get? He souglrr after tlre messianic
blessings. That which lsrael sought he obtained not, but the election got it. Whar clid the election ger? What
lsrael did not get. What did lsrael not get? The messianic blessing lsrael sought for. So the election got the
messianic blessing lsrael as a whole souglrt for. What did those believing Jews get? A piece of property, a
nat¡onal and territorial Judaic kingdomT We ll, of course not.

ln the light of Romans 11:6, 7 you tell me what they got and l'll tell you what the messia¡ric blessings
were.

Acts26:22,23tellswhatPaul preacltedwasnothingmorethanwhattheOlciTestarnenttaught. Thepre-
millennialist says the Old Testarnent knows nothing about this present age (church age), Tlrey say we are living
in a parenthesis. They don't believe the church was an afterthought, they believe God knew about it in eternity
but they say He just didn't tell anybody. They say the Old Testament knows nothing of the church of this age.
Yet Acts 26:22,23, the only thing Paul taught, was what the Old Testament taught. paul taught about the
church, the body of Christ. Therefore, the Old Testament taught about the churðh, the body of Christ.

I Peter 1 :1 0-1 2 says the ¡trophets knevy about the gospel age.

It is an error to believe that the kingdom spoken of in the Old Testament and shown to be fulf¡llecJ ¡n
the New Testament is restricted to the churclr. The kingdom is larger than the church, but the church is the
center of it all. The kingdom has been established in Jeius - He hás been ruling since Þentecosr, and at rhe
last day He willjudge the world. The kingdonr is a larger concept than the church. Clrrist is King of kings
and the Lord of Lords. He is King of kings, and whatever He is king over is part of His kingdom. Therefãre
those kings are in His kingdom. Rev. 17:14; FÌev. 19:16; Eph. 1:19-23. He rules over eveiytlring and every-
body. So the Old Testament kingdom and all the power and the glory promised there is fulfilled in Jesus
Christ who is ruling today.

KEY THEME VERSES IN REVELATION
1:5; ruler of the kings of the earth

1 :6: made us to be a lcingdom of priests

1 :1 'l: what you see, write in a book
2:l'. hear what Spirit says to churches

3:21 : he that overcomes will sit on my throne
5:6: l-ion of tribe of Judah, root of David has overcotrìe

6:10: How long, O Master, l-roly and true
10:6; Delay no longer

11:15: Thel(ingdomof theworlcl isbecomethel(ingdomof ourLord&of HisChrist
12:9: Dragon is the deceiver of rhe whole world
12:11: They overcame because of 1. the blood, 2. worcl, 3. loved
12:11: to mal<e war with the rest of her seeo

13:8: whose name has not been written from foundation of the world
13:18: Beast's number is the number of a man's name

14:13: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lorci

17.11 The Beast that was & is not yet come is an eighth & one of the seven
19:2: trLre & righteous are His judgments, for he has judged the great harlot
20:3: Satan to deceive the nations no more for 1,000 years

20:1O: Devil that deceived them & Beast & False Prophet were cast ¡nto the lake of fire
21:B: The fearful. . .& all liars, their part shall be in the lal<e of fire which is rhe second death



IDENTIFYING BABLON TIIE GREAT, TIIE MOTHER OF IIARLOTS

ROI.IE'S CORRESPONDINC

CIIA RA CTER

B A B Y L d NI'.,S.
c¡t¡rhÀcrrRrsTrcs

JERUSALDII. S CORRESPONDINC

cH^R^C'tER

Rcxne ruled over all klndreds,
and tongues, arrd nallo¡rs (13:7).

Baþ.lon sat tr¡nrr mrry waters (17:
4) tdrlch are ¡coples, ruItitules,
naÈlons and tongues (17:15)¡

Spiritrrally, Jerusal err rulsl
ovér tlìe Jews scatÈered irìto
all the nations of tlre world
(acts 2:5-11; cf. Jos., Ânt.,
t4.7, Z).

Rqne would have qualified as
guilty of this as poliÈical,
econcxnic arrd religious fornlca-
tion (cf, Jer. 51:7; Isa. 23:17).

Lhe KlngS of the earth comlttal
fonricatlon wlth Baþlon¡ arxl
the inhabitants of the eartlr werr
rnade drunk wittr lhe wine of her
fornlcation (1418¡ 1712i 18:3).

Jerusalm was accused of this
kincl of fornícatíon frqn of
old (cf. 2 Cl¡ron. 2t:11; Ezek,
16:15,26,29).

Rcrne does not fit the þicture,
l¡ecause Rsr¡e was Èhe beost tr¡rcn
whích this llrrlot sat;

Daþlon sàt upon tlre beast ard
was carrled bj¡ tlre beast (17:3,
7 ) r "l'lre uì;nan is nct the beas t
but was carrjed or supporte<l þ
the beast¡

Jerrrsalqn was not tlre beast or
ûrìy pðrt of the beast, Judiasn
was alcft frsn tl¡c Ernpire; re-
fused to accept a poslLion
with the Enpíre, arxl was tol-
erated and protected by the
ûrpire.

It ls possibìe, I suppose, to
characteríze Rorre with these
words.

Baþlon was arrayed in purple
ottd scarlot¡ arxl decked witlr gol
arxl preclous Stonès aml pearls,
atrd a golden cup ln her ]rand ftrl
of al¡aninations alxl filthiness
of her fornlc¿tlon (1714; 18:16)

Jerusalsn was describecl in
slmilar tenns in the scrlptures
(cf¡ Jer, 4r3o; Ezek. 16:1-63).

Rqne could ¡rcver be descrlbed
as tlìe ¡OIllliR o[ ilarlots¡ l,lheh
John wrote, Rc¡ne was the fotrng-
erìt of political harlots and re-
nrdlned so for ltundreds of years,
Sht! rníght bc itlcnLified as the
D^UGln[R of llarlots but never as
the bllllltR of llarlots.

Baþlon's forchead is inscrlbed:
I'IYSTERY, ß BYLON lìtE GIìF.^T, 'IIIE
Ì'llTll[R OF tl^RtOIS /f\ND 

^80l'llM-TIONS 0F lllE EARlìl (1i:5),

'lhe nation of Ibrael with
Jen¡salen as the capital is
the oldesh poliLical, econo-
inic and religious harloL
identified in the scriptures
(cf, Ezek..16, êsp. v. 43;
Jer.3:1-3)¡

Ronre Lhrorrglr tlte sovereignty of
Irer klngs ltrIgJ over tl¡e*kÍnss
of the ãartlr (17:9-16)¡ ' il''

Dalrylon is tlrat great city wltich
reiprretlr ovcr tlle kinps oI tlle
earËlr (17¿lB)¡

Jerusalen tlrrough the majesty
of her ¡nsi-tion as the reli-
giotrs headc¡uarters o[ Jurliasrn
tl.rroughout Èhe Í,¡orld ruled
wlth a dqninion superior to
tlut of the l,.ings of earLtr.

'l'llere is no satjsfactory expla-
nation of tlris witlr respecÈ to
Rone.

Daþlon is divlded inÈo tlrree
lxrrts (16:19).

Jerusalen wrs divide<l into
tlrree part.é botlr geograflric-
ally and politically.

ROMI AS PIRSDCUTOR

Blood fourtd in Ror[e!
Msrtyrs oI Jesus

No proplret could perlsh ín
Rorne (l-k. 13:33).

BAßYLON AS PERSECUTOR

ßlood founcl irr ûabylorr:
Saints, martyrs of Jesrls
proplre t s ancl ÀLl- tha L

were slain trpon èarl-h
(r7:6, 1B¡24).

JERUS^LEll ¿\S PERSECUTOR

I]lood found ln Jerusaleln:
the l¡lood of all of

thern. Jerusalern held re-
spotrsible for deaths of
a¡rcstles, pr:ophets, arìd 

^l.Ltlre riglrteor.ts blood slted upon
-the earLh (Matl. 23:34-39:Lk. I1¡ 44,-52-a ll;J4.:i5)

tJlllle tlris rrray in scrne serrse be
soid of Rcrnc. cqnne¡rtators hre
slow to pirrpoïn! rdren arrd þ
wtrcn it was so ínhabited.

Baþlon bciaue tlre h¿l¡íta[ion
of devils, tlre hold of èvery
foul spirit, orxl o cage for
every unclean orrd lute[ul l¡ird
(18:2).

Joseflrus leaves no doubL abotrL
the characLer oE the inlml;i-
tanEs of Jerusalqn iust before
it was deslroyed (Jós., Hats,
4,6¡3;5,10,5).

There ls rro recorded call or
reason for a call to Godrs
people to ccxre out of Rcme.
Rcnre lus uot as yet suffered
dcstruction for irer sins.

God's people bre calle<l to cone
out of lìer lest they be partak-
ers of heÍ. slnC a¡d her plagues
(18:4).

Jesus foretold the destruction
of Jerusalsn arì,C gave Instrtrc-
tions for then to leave lest
tlrey suffer because of her
sini (l'la¡t, 2Lt15-22i flk, 13:
14-20; Lk. 2It2O-24).

Âs BaþIon of old could have
crled this, so Rone also coUld
be pictured as cryirlg thís
(Isa.47:8). r

Batrylon sald ln her heart, "l
slt a queen, aüi Érn ho widowt
a¡il shall see no sorrov¡ (18:7),

Jerusolsn also could have cric<l
this irr her heart (cf. Isa. 54r
4; tan. 1:1), Israel was nur-
ríed to Jehovah.

ROt'tEr S DES't'RUC'l'IONl ? ? :,

When, wlrere, how, arrC þ dron
was Rme destroyal? Rtxne t{as
captured and conquered, but not
destroye<i. Rmre is called the,
Eternal City lrcause tt haò á'
continual existance of nrore
than 20OO years. i

BABYLOÑ, S . bES'LRUCTTON

Tlre ten horns of the beast çere

JERUSALEMI S DESTRUCTION

'lhe kings of tlre provinces
jolned Vespasian and Tltus in
Èlle Rqrran war against the JewE
and Jerusalsn was made totallY
desolatë, naked, her cltlzetìs
cast to beasts; deaLlt, mourning
fanlne arrd total destructlon
the results: ,'

'Ihe clty o[ lìorre to this day
has not been rewarded oricê r¡nrh
Iess twice.

Since Lhese wcre to be avenged
on Jerusalsil. Llrere uere none
leÈt to avenge on Rorne.

Dah¡¡lon waó to be tewarded
dou'L¡lc accordirrg to her r,mrkó'
(18:6).

The heaven¡,saintC¡ bl¡åties,
and prophets were avelìged orì
Baþlon with héÉ destrrrction
(18:20;19:2),

Jerusalern Þas destroyed twice
for her sins. ,IIì 586 B.C¡ and
{n 70 i\.D. : rì

Jesus said Cod r,muld avenge
these on Jerusalern (Matl,-23¡
34-39; Lkr 11i46-52i t3:3¿-35)'
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RE\IEI,ATION THEME
6:9--11 -+ I.gz?

Altar
Souls

'ïIow Long?'

7

"Abyss Forever" 'T,ittle While"

'T,ittle While"

1:1: Shortly 22:722 I Come Quickly
22:2Oz I Come Quickly

1:3: The Time Is At Hand

I

1:1: Revelation
Apocaly¡lse

3:11: I Come Quickly 1:1: Signifred
By Signs

22:6: Shortly l:11: To 7 Churches
To Meet Needs

2227: I Come Quickly l2z3z Sign: Dragon
Tail: Ug

22z10: The fime Is At Hand l4z4: L44,O0O Virgins
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tr1:2 The holy city shall be tread underfoot 42 months.
11:8 dead bodies in the strect of the Great City which is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt

where also their Lorcl was crucif ied.

16:19 The Great city was divicled into tlrree par ts & the cities of the nations fell, arrd Bat-'ylorr
the great was rememl¡erecl ilr tlre sight ol God. 

r

17:18 The wolrtatt whonr you saw is tlre great city wlriclr reigns ôver thc kinqs of tlre ealtll.
1B:10: Woe, woe, tlre great city Babylon, tlre strong city, [or in one ltour is your judgment co,

1B:16 Woe, woe, tlre great city, slre tlrat was arrayed irr f i¡re linen & purple & scarlet & clccke..l
with gold & precious stone & pearl

lB:18 Slti¡trnen & mariners & thosc getting their gain from her, "What c¡ty is lil(e tlrc grcat ci.,,?
18:19 Woe, woe, the great city, wlrerein all that lrad their slrips in tlle sca were maclc riclr lty ru.ì.,.r ,

of her costliness.

1B:21 Thus witll a migltty tall shall Babylon, tlle great city, be cast clown, & be founcl no rnore at aii.

NUMBER SYMBOLISM
'l: unity, irrdependence (one God, one Lord, one faith, etc.)

2: confirmation, clouble strength (2 apostles,2 witnesses,2 beasts)

3: clivinity, (Godhead: Father, Son, Spirit)

4: world (4 conrers, 4 winds, 4 living creatllres, 4 horsemen)

5: 10: hurnan completerress (10 cornmanclnrents, 10 horns, lCj kings)

10 X7 = 70, 10 X 10 = 1000 r.¡ltirrate corlrpleteness I
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